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TURKEYS  RAISED  DECREASE  THIS  YEAR 


August  23,  1955 


Farmers  are  raising  63s066 ,000  turkeys  this  year — A  percent  less  than 
in  1954,  according  to  a  preliminary  estimate  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board. 

About  the  same  number  of  heavy  breed  turkeys  are  being  raised  this  year as 
last,  while  light  breeds  show  a  decrease  of  15  percent  Light  breeds  a;re 
26  percent  of  the  total  raised  this  year,  compared  with  29  percent  in  1954<> 

Heavy  breed  increases  from  last  year  of  9  percent  in  the  West  North 
Central  and  2  percent  in  the  West  offset  decreases  of  6  percent  in  the  ••  * 

East  North  Central,  9  percent  in  the  North  Atlantic,  and  12  percent  in  the 
South  Atlantic  States.  There  was  no  change  in  the  South  Central  States. 

Light  breed  turkeys  raised  this  year  show  decreases  in  all  parts  of 
the  country.  Decreases  from  last  year  are  6  percent  in  the  East  North 
Central,  7  percent  in  the  West,  8  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic t  20  percent 
in  the  South  Central,  21  percent  in  the  North  Atlantic,  and  28  percent  in 
the  West  North  Central  States. 

Last  January  farmers  expressed  their  intentions  to  raise  about  the  same 
number  of  heavy  breed  turkeys  as  in  1954  and  11  percent  fewer  light  breed 
birds.  This  followed  the  record  crop. of  turkeys  in  1954  with  the  lowest 
August-Dec ember  turkey  prices  since  1942„  Although  feed  prices  during  the 
January- July  1955  hatching  season  averaged  4  percent  lower  than  in  1954,  the 
turkey-feed  price  relationship  during  this  period  was  the  lowest  since  1937 • 

In  this  report  light  breed  turkeys  include  Beltsville  Small  White,  Jersey 
Buff,  Royal  Palm  and  Wild  turkeys 0  Heavy  breed  turkeys  include  all  other 
breeds » 
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